The last 2 years have seen a leap forward for the Hong Kong Journal of Ophthalmology (HKJO). The transformation of HKJO from a physical-only journal with distribution restricted to fellows and members, to one with both a print version and an electronic online version, with distribution beyond our local community has been a major step in making our Journal more visible to ophthalmologists globally.
W i t h t h e g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t o f t h e C o l l e g e o f Ophthalmologists of Hong Kong, we have been able to set up a dedicated website for HKJO since May 2015. At the time of writing, our website <www.hkjo.hk> has received 2642 hits, with 28.1% from within Hong Kong and the remainder from various overseas countries (Table) . The majority of these visitors (over 90%) are new to our website and we are starting to build a steady pool of returning readers. Alongside the launch of our own website in 2015, we have been almost simultaneously indexed by Google Scholar. Among the 2642 visits, 2150 (81.4%) were referred from searches on Google or Google Scholar. This proves the importance of having an electronic platform for HKJO, as well as being indexed by major academic search engines. demonstrate. There are currently over 5600 titles indexed in the MEDLINE database, and the number is growing every year. 4 The Literature Selection Technical Review Committee (LSTRC) reviews new applicant journal titles for consideration of indexing in MEDLINE. The LSTRC meets 3 times a year and considers approximately 180 applications each time. Only approximately 12% to 15% are recommended for indexing at each meeting. Rejected journal applicants can reapply after 2 years.
The United States National Library of Medicine provides clear guidelines for indexing of a journal in MEDLINE.
5
They include, among others, a history of publishing scholarly content for a minimum of 2 years; and a scope that covers biomedical subjects. In our situation, this refers to the appropriate content with relevance to ophthalmology, the quality of the content and editorial work. The validity, importance, originality and contribution to the development of the field concerned are important key components for evaluation, as is the ability of the journal to publish an array of articles, such as reports of original research, critical reviews, and case reports, etc. The peer review process is also another important and vital element for consideration. Citations of articles published in the HKJO by other journals are also very important.
